60C*THE TIMELESS PSALMS:

A CALL TO WORSHIP

AFTER PENTECOST 21C [ORDINARY 28C] & [PROPER 23C] 2016
PSALM 66: 1-12

Guiding God, we come to say to God: “...How awesome are your deeds...”
We come together as God’s people to “...Sing about the glory of his name...”

Empowering God, we come to say to God: “Thank you for all your blessings”.
We come together as God’s people to sing about God’s miracles of grace.

Transforming God, we come to say and sing our “...joyful praises to God...” for

the way God has led and liberated us from all that entraps and inhibits our living.

We come together as God’s people to celebrate the abundance of God’s mercy,
and to encourage all peoples to “...Come and see what our God has done...” Amen.

PSALM 66: 1-12
For the choir director: A song. A psalm.

1Shout joyful praises to God, all the earth!

2Sing about the glory of his name! Tell the world how glorious he is.
3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!

Your enemies cringe before your mighty power.

4 Everything on earth will worship you;

they will sing your praises, shouting your name in glorious songs.”
Interlude

5Come and see what our God has done,

what awesome miracles he performs for people!

6 He made a dry path through the Red Sea,

and his people went across on foot. There we rejoiced in him.
7For by his great power he rules forever.

He watches every movement of the nations;

let no rebel rise in defiance.

Interlude

8 Let the whole world bless our God and loudly sing his praises.

9Qur lives are in his hands, and he keeps our feet from stumbling.

19You have tested us, O God; you have purified us like silver.

MYou captured us in your net and laid the burden of slavery on our backs.
12Then you put a leader over us. We went through fire and flood,

but you brought us to a place of great abundance.



PRAYERS OF THANKFULNESS & PRAISE:
AFTER PENTECOST 21C [ORDINARY 28C] & [PROPER 23C] 2016
PSALM 66: 1-12

Guiding God, we come to share together in songs of thankfulness and praise
and to say to God: “...How awesome are your deeds...” and to celebrate with
joy as God’s own people, as we “...Sing about the glory of his name...” \We come
with joy-filled hearts and minds to offer our praises to our Glorious God; but even
those acts of worship are not enough to fully express our gratitude and praise

for God’s goodness to us! We are so challenged by God’s merciful grace to us—
that we can only make a sacrificial offering; and pray that God finds delight in our
thankfulness and praises. We humbly and joyfully recommit our life and love in
God’s service amongst needy and desperate people seeking the freedom and
hope with which we have been so blessed. All praise be to our Generous God!

Empowering God, we come to share together in songs of thankfulness and praise—
and to say thank you for all your blessings to us over our lifetime. We give thanks

for the blessings of prayerful people from the past who have guided and blessed

us on our own faith journey; for prayerful people of whom we are blessed to name as
being our friends; and for prayerful people in the future, who will continue to honour
and serve our God into an unknown hope. We come together as God’s people to
sing about and give thanks for God’s miracles of grace towards repentant people;
and for the promises that God has given to us which have been so faithfully kept.

Transforming God, we come to share together in songs of thankfulness and praise
as we offer our “..joyful praises to God..” for the way God has led and liberated us
from all that entraps and inhibits our living and loving. We come together as God’s
people to celebrate the abundance of God’s mercy, and to encourage all peoples to

“..Come and see what our God has done...” and to call on all peoples to: “...Let the

whole world bless our God and loudly sing his praises. Our lives are in his hands, and

he keeps our feet from stumbling....” We give thanks and praises for all of God’s care

and faithfulness to those who respond to God’s invitations to join with God’s people. Amen.



A PERSONAL MEDITATION:
AFTER PENTECOST 21C [ORDINARY 28C] & [PROPER 23C] 2016
PSALM 66: 1-12

I love reading well researched historical novels that are set within known historical
events, facts and personalities; and that also include the issues that were relevant

in those particular times. | frequently marvel at the imagination of well known authors
who develop their stories, without seeming to steal other people’s ideas or concepts!

I wonder whether the same things happened during the stories recorded in the Old
Testament? Psalm 66 looks back at the story of the people of Israel’s flight from Egypt
as they crossed the Red Sea under God’s direction and Moses’ leadership. At a time
when there was no written text available to ordinary people, | wonder whether any
Jewish fathers were tempted to embellish the stories of the Old Testament heroes such
as Moses and Joshua when rehearsing those stories to their sons; to try to make those
historical facts and messages more memorable? Would it really matter if they did?

Creative pause: What can we learn from past historical events?

Some people may argue that what | have suggested above is almost sacrilege, but |

am not suggesting unauthorised changes to the Biblical text; otherwise, how do the
various new Bible translations come into being as they bring more clarity to the Holy
Scriptures? Various authors of the psalms tell the stories of God’s saving acts of the
people of Israel in different ways, as they heard or experienced them personally. In
addition, there is a lot of repetition in the Old Testament as various sources were used
to retell the original story, and sometimes even in a different context. The stories and
events recorded in the Holy Scriptures are no less the story of God’s relationship with
humanity over several millennia, and the lessons we can learn about God’s patient love.

Creative pause: How would you tell the story of God’s action in your own life?

Psalm 66 urges us to converse with and listen to God: “..Say to God, ‘How awesome

are your deeds...” and then to list them in prayer to God — and to others - from our own
perspective! The psalmist also urged us to: “Shout joyful praises to God, all the earth!
Sing about the glory of his name! Tell the world how glorious he is...” We can sing, tell
and even joyfully shout about God’s activity in our own life, and in the life of the world
around us as we see it, hear it or feel it; in addition to our recognition that these are God’s
blessings on us. That powerful story is so wonderful, that we will not need to embellish it!

Creative pause: We won’t need to embellish the story of God’s wonderful blessings!
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